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As the highly contagious Coronavirus, COVID-19, is affecting 222 countries and
territories around the world, Palestine attempts to contain a local outbreak that has
effectively halted daily life and led to tens of thousands of people entering quarantine.1

Although 2,831,706 individuals in the West Bank and Gaza Strip have been tested for
COVID-19, there remains a deficiency in the amount of testing kits, as there is an
increase in the number of individuals who have tested positive for COVID-19.
1,788,996 individuals in the West Bank and Gaza Strip took the first dose of the COVID-
19 vaccine and 1,549,034 individuals are completely vaccinated.2
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Today, 27.12.2021 the Palestinian Minister of Health, Dr. Mai Al-Kela, announced that there are
401 new people who have COVID-19, bringing the total cases to 467,682. Since Wednesday,
22.12.2021, there has been an overall increase of 624 cases in Palestine. The Ministry further
indicated that there are a total of 458,779 recoveries and 4,884 deaths, while 4,019 remain active
across the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, including occupied Jerusalem. Sources: The Palestinian
Ministry of Health’s Website, Ma’an News Agency and Wafa News Agency

Today, the Minister of Health, Dr. Mai Al-Kela, stated that the recovery rate from the Coronavirus
in Palestine is 98.2%, while the percentage of active cases is 0.8%, and the death rate is 1% of the
total infections. Sources: The Palestinian Ministry of Health’s Website and Wafa News Agency

Today, the spokesman for the Palestinian Ministry of Health, Dr. Kamal Al-Shakhra, stated: “The
tally of the COVID omicron variant in the Palestinian territories has surged to 35.” He also said
that one case of the virus was detected in the Gaza Strip. He said the majority of those who
tested positive for virus had come from outside the Palestinian territories. Sources: The
Palestinian Ministry of Health’s Website, Raya News Network and Wafa News Agency

Today, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and the Palestine Monetary Authority
announced the preliminary results of the Palestinian Balance of Payments (BoP) for the third
quarter of 2021 under the joint issuance cycle. It should be noted that the data excludes those
parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israeli occupation in 1967. The deficit in trade balance
of goods is the main reason for the current account deficit. An incessant deficit in the Current
Account (goods, services, income, current transfers) totaled USD 316 million. This deficit is mainly
triggered by the deficit of the Trade Balance of Goods, which reached USD 1,464 million, as well
as the deficit in Services Balance, which amounted to USD 272 million. Sources: The Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics’ Website, Raya News Network and Wafa News Agency

Yesterday, the Palestinian Minister of Health, Dr. Mai Al-Kela, met with the Municipal Council in
Sebastia and the Village Council in Burqa, to discuss the necessary the health centers’ needs and
ways to of providing them. Dr. Al-Kela stated: “We were immediately instructed to provide
doctors to work throughout the week in the government treatment centers of Sebastia and
Burqa, along with the necessary equipment and medicines, and to expand departments.” She
further added: “It was agreed to form popular health committees to support and enhance the
work of medical staff and train volunteers on how to handle emergency cases.” Sources: The
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics’ Website, Raya News Network and Wafa News Agency
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Several attacks and arrests by the Israeli occupying forces took place across Palestine:

1. Today, Qalandia refugee camp, north of occupied Jerusalem, was invaded and tear gas
canisters were thrown, injuring a young man who was then transferred to a hospital for
treatment. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

2. Today, dozens of settlers invaded the courtyards of Al-Aqsa Mosque, occupied Jerusalem.
Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

3. Today, 14 Palestinian men were arrested from several Governorates across the West
bank, including: Hebron, Ramallah and Al-Bireh, Bethlehem and Jenin, in addition to
occupied Jerusalem. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

4. Today, 10 facilities, belonging to Palestinians, were demolished in the town of Hizma,
northeast of occupied Jerusalem. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

5. Today, a residential building, belonging to a Palestinian, was demolished in the town of
Al-Isawiya, northeast of occupied Jerusalem. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News
Network

6. Today, a number of shops in the town of Derastia, west of the Salfit Governorate, were
invaded and surveillance camera recordings were seized. Sources: Wafa News Agency
and Al-Quds Newspaper

7. Today, Khirbet Ibziq, in the northern Jordan Valley, was invaded and a checkpoint was set
up. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

8. Today, Palestinian farmers were forced to leave their agricultural lands, east of Khan
Yunis, in the southern Gaza Strip. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Al-Hadath Newspaper
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Local Events:

Nabil Abu Rudeineh, a spokesman for Palestinian Authority Chairman Mahmoud Abbas, said
that "the Palestinian people will not allow the attacks of the occupation and its settlers to
continue," emphasizing that the Palestinians have the means to defend their rights. The
"Palestinian people," he stated, will continue to stand firm and adhere to their legitimate rights
and resolute positions regarding Jerusalem and the lack of legitimacy of the settlements.
Source: Ma’an News Agency

The Israeli government approved a plan that aims to double the number of settlements in the
Golan by 2030. The government allocated one billion ILS for this plan, including 576 million ILS
to build 7,300 new housing units within five years, 160 million ILS to improve the infrastructure
and develop the health and education systems in the Golan, and 162 million ILS for tourism
infrastructure and the development of industrial and commercial centers. Source: Ma’an News
Agency

International Events:

Interior Ministry authorities have notified their US counterparts last week that Israel will ease
restrictions on the entry of American citizens of Palestinian descent at Ben Gurion Airport,
addressing a key stumbling block in Israel’s effort to be included in the US Visa Waiver Program
(VWP). While no official entry ban exists for Palestinian Americans at Ben Gurion Airport, in
practice many are denied and others endure long, invasive security examinations by the
security service upon arrival. The policy has left Palestinian Americans with little option but to
travel to Amman and try to enter theWest Bank through the Israeli-controlled Allenby Crossing.
US authorities have long raised the treatment of such travelers in negotiations with Israel over
the latter’s effort to be added to the VWP, which would allow Israeli citizens to enter the US
without a visa. Sources: Wafa News Agency, Ma’an News Agency and Raya News Network

The international community must hold Israel to account for its 54-year occupation of
Palestine, a UN human rights expert said on 23 December 2021, five years after the UN Security
Council passed a resolution calling for an end to all settlement activities in Palestinian
territories. “Without decisive international intervention to impose accountability upon an
unaccountable occupation, there is no hope that the Palestinian right to self-determination and
an end to the conflict will be realized anytime in the foreseeable future”, Michael Lynk, the UN
Special Rapporteur for the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territory occupied since
1967, said. Sources: Wafa News Agency, Ma’an News Agency and Raya News Network

The United Nations General Assembly approved an open-ended international investigation into
Israel’s treatment of Palestinians, which was first set up following Israel’s conflict with the
Hamas earlier this year. In May, the UN’s Human Rights Council voted to create the
investigation after the UN rights chief said Israeli forces may have committed war crimes and
faulted Hamas for violations of international law in their 11-day conflict earlier that month. The
resolution called for the creation of a permanent “Commission of Inquiry” — the most potent
tool at the council’s disposal — to monitor and report on rights violations in Israel, the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank. It would be the first such commission of inquiry with an “ongoing”
mandate. Sources: Wafa News Agency, Ma’an News Agency and Raya News Network



Today, the Israeli Ministry of Health confirmed that total number of COVID-19 cases is
1,364,966, of which 8,242 died and 1,343,968 recovered. According to the Health Ministry’s
statistics, of the 12,756 active cases in Israel, 98 are in critical condition. Sources: Ma’an News
Agency and https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/#countries

Miscellaneous:

• Airlines canceled thousands of flights on Christmas weekend, including over a thousand
US domestic flights, as staff and crew call out sick during the Omicron surge.

• As the Omicron variant of the virus spreads, Spain, Greece and Italy are amongst a host of
countries mandating masks outdoors again.

• In the US, the rate of daily COVID-19 cases detected as Omicron spreads has eclipsed
those fueled by the Delta variant over the summer. COVID-19 hospitalizations remain
relatively lower than peaks earlier this year.

• England saw a surge in the number of people receiving COVID-19 vaccine shots ahead of
Christmas, the Department of Health and Social Care said yesterday, with the largest
increase seen in people 30 and under.

• South Africa will no longer require those who have been exposed to a positive Coronavirus
case to quarantine or test unless symptoms develop, according to a statement issued by
the director general for the South African National Department of Health, Dr. Sandile
Buthelezi.

• France reported a record-breaking 104,611 COVID-19 cases on Saturday — the highest
daily number since the pandemic began and the first-time numbers have broken the
100,000 threshold, according to health ministry data.

• New Covid restrictions have come into force in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland as
the nations try to halt the surge in infections. All three nations have introduced curbs on
the hospitality and leisure industry, resumed social distancing rules and put limits on the
size of gatherings.

Following are links of useful resources for information and updates on COVID-19:

1. http://www.corona.ps/details
2. https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-coronaviruses
3. https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus#tab=tab_1
4. https://www.moh.gov.ps/portal/en/

If you would like more information, please contact the World Health Organization through 
WhatsApp on: +41798931892.  
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